
Proposal:  
 
A Neighborhood 
Conservancy Overlay for 
Kern Place 
 
The board of the Kern Place 
Association (KPA) is advocating for a 
Neighborhood Conservancy Overlay 

(NCO) for Kern. The overall goal of the NCO is to preserve the neighborhood’s character and scale 
by clarifying zoning guidelines used for building additions and new construction. 
 The KPA board is currently working with City Planning staff to develop a proposed NCO 
that it will present to membership for discussion later this year. 
 
What Is a Neighborhood Conservancy Overlay? 
 
An NCO is a set of rules and guidelines calibrated to a specific neighborhood that are added to 
existing city zoning rules for that neighborhood. The breadth of these rules depends on what the 
neighborhood agrees to; the rules can range from minimal to very strict. The draft KPA NCO is 
relatively minimal. The NCO only applies to additions and new construction. 
 
Why does Kern Place need an NCO? 
 
Homeowners in Kern Place regularly apply for construction permits with the city. An NCO gives 
homeowners, the KPA board and the city clear guidance regarding the neighborhood’s intentions for 
how any new development should be shaped. This is important as the neighborhood addresses rising 
pressures from commercial interest and future construction. 
 
How Would the NCO affect KPA homeowners? 
 
Kern Place is a unique neighborhood that showcases a variety of architectural styles. The goal of the 
draft NCO is to preserve the uniqueness of the neighborhood while maintaining the common 
elements that bind it together. 

In its current form, the draft NCO would: 
• Prohibit all future commercial and mixed-use development in the residential portion of Kern, 
• Establish better guidelines that are calibrated to Kern: scale, height, setbacks, lot coverage, 

etc. 
• Establish better guidelines for the protection of street facades, paring areas and accessory 

buildings 
 
What Is the Next Step? 
 
The KPA board is finalizing the language of its proposed NCO with the city. We hope to present the 
NCO to the KPA by the end of the summer of 2017.  
 
How Can I Be Involved? 
 
Are you interested in shaping this process? Join the committee that is working on the draft. Email: 
kpa@kernplace.org .  


